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Roger Hill who now sets up a horrid Whig: his father was one of
the murthered Martyr King Charles the First judges and this
spark a fierce exclusioner. . . ,

In the boroughs the Court had little difficulty, for the corporations
had been, or were in process of being, remodelled in the Church and
Tory interest, or were afraid of royal displeasure and consequent loss
of their charters,1 and in the counties the local magnates were either
honestly in the King's interest or were timid in declaring themselves
on the other side. So strongly were the constituencies in the Tory
interest that many prominent Whigs declined to stand.2 Very significant
is the appearance on the Court side in the election of certain names
which in the course of a very few years figured prominently as those of
James's opponents. Sir Cresswell Levinz, who lost his seat on the Bench
in 1686 because he would not support the dispensing power and who
was subsequently one of the Counsel for the seven bishops, was working
for Sunderland at Salisbury, and the Earl of Shrewsbury and Henry
Compton, Bishop of London, who were two of the famous seven who
signed the invitation to William, were very active on the same side;
Shrewsbury, as Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire, managed the elections
in that county together with Sir Francis Lawley, Lord Ferrers and Lord
Dartmouth;3 while Compton wrote to Strype, the ecclesiastical
historian, who was one of his clergy:

You will likewise now have an opportunity to give a real evidence
of your professed fidelity by using your utmost interest among
the gentry and other freeholders where you are acquainted to give
their voices for such sober and prudent men as will seek the peace
of the Church and State by promoting the King's and kingdom's
service. I need not warn you of the great diligence used by the
enemies of both to make choice of factious and turbulent spirits,
and I hope the truth and justice of your cause will make you no
less industrious to prevent such wicked and pernicious designs,
which bear so fatal an aspect upon all honest men. Thus, praying
God to direct you in so good a work, I remain . . .

A King's party which included such leading figures as Shrewsbury

1  The Mayor of Bridgewater, however, wrote, "I am informed that not-
withstanding Sir William Portman and Mr. Samford intended to stand for
Taunton this damnable crew will set up Mr. Trenchard and William Stack;
they are birds of one feather."

2  One conspicuous exception was Charles Gerrard, son of the Earl of
Macclesfield, who had sat for Lancashire in the last parliaments of Charles
II and was nearly to lose his life for complicity with Monmouth. A tremendous
and successful attempt was made to prevent his re-election.

3  James's old friend, George Legge.